Primary Sources
History 320— Lend-Lease Debate, webs.wofford.edu/byrnesms/lend-lease.htm.

This website was arguably one of the most important sources for our “Domestic Debate”
page. The site included a plethora of primary sources, including radio casts from
prominent political figures in the 1930s and 1940s, congressional speeches given on the
House of Representatives and Senate floors, President Roosevelt’s inaugural addresses,
and more. Each of these primary sources introduced us to a new argument regarding the

Lend-Lease Act. It was fascinating to delve into the unique arguments made both in favor

and in opposition to the Lend-Lease Act.

Humanities, National Endowment for the. “Chronicling America: Library of Congress.” News
about Chronicling America RSS,
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?dateFilterType=yearRange&date 1=1942
&date2=1945&language=&ortext=&andtext=&phrasetext=lend-lease&proxtext=&proxdis
tance=5&rows=20&searchType=advanced.

This website provided us with a plethora of newspaper articles written about Lend-Lease.
Many of these articles included statistics that gave us perspective on the extent of
Lend-Lease. In addition, many of these articles were opinion articles, which gave us a
unique perspective on the public opinion surrounding Lend-Lease, and how the public

opinion of Lend-Lease shifted between 1940 and the end of WWII in 1945.

“Churchill Archive for Schools.” Source 2 - Letter from Winston Churchill to President

Roosevelt, 8 December 1940,



www.churchillarchiveforschools.com/themes/the-themes/anglo-american-relations/just-ho
w-special-was-the-special-relationship-in-the-Second-World-War-Part-1-1939-41/the-sour
ces/source-2.

This website was used to find Churchill’s letters, a primary source, to get an inside view of
the debate which Roosevelt had with Churchill over the commitment of the U.S. to help
the U.K. It also demonstrated other reasons as to why the U.S. should get more involved in
the war effort. Another letter was also extracted from this website from FDR to Churchill

where FDR agreed to try and lend items to Britain for the war effort.

Winston Churchill -->FDR Letter Regarding British and American Efforts for the War 12/7/40,
docs.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/pst/box34/t311s02.html.
This document provided us with a letter from Winston Churchill to FDR. It once again
urges U.S. involvement in WW2. Furthermore, it demonstrates other reasons why aiding
Britain would be in the interests of the American people and government. Without Britain,

the US will not be able to regulate and have access to the oceans etc.

Letter: President Franklin D. Roosevelt to Winston Churchill, January 20, 1941, Churchill and
the Great Republic (A Library of Congress Interactive Exhibition, Text Version),
www.loc.gov/exhibits/churchill/interactive/ html/wc0112.html.

This document covers a Roosevelt letter sent to Churchill after Lend-Lease was
successfully passed. It reveals the kind nature and growing bond between the two leaders
and their countries. Roosevelt quoted some poetry that was supposed to be encouraging in

tough times to which Churchill was very appreciative of it and even hung it up in his



house.

Secondary Sources
“Lend-Lease Act (1941).” Our Documents - Lend-Lease Act (1941),
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=71.
This website provided us with a plethora of background information surrounding the
passage Lend-Lease Act. The site included several quotes from notable figures, including
the Prime Minister of Great Britain Winston Churchill, the U.S. Secretary of War Henry

L. Stimson, and U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

“Documents Related to FDR and Churchill.” National Archives and Records Administration,
National Archives and Records Administration,
www.archives.gov/education/lessons/fdr-churchill.

This article delved deep into the relationship between Churchill and FDR, which was
central to the success of the Lend-Lease Act. It also provided some primary sources
regarding the letters exchanged between the two. In these letters, we were able to gather a

sense of the professional but intimate relationship they both had with each other.

History.com Editors. “Lend-Lease Act.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 29 Oct. 2009,
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/lend-lease-act-1.
This site by History.com explains the background of the Lend-Lease Act, specifically on
the American homefront. Discussing the opposition the Act met from isolationist members

of Congress and the American public, the article provides information that we used on our



domestic debate website page. It also includes an analysis of differing public opinions of

WWII at the time, and how this impacted the passage of the Act.

“The Lend-Lease Act of 1941.” US House of Representatives: History, Art &amp, Archives,
history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1901-1950/The-Lend-Lease-Act-of-1941/.
This short article provided us with the names of isolationist members of Congress who
were in opposition to the Lend-Lease Act, and the names of internationalist members of
Congress who supported the Lend-Lease Act. These names led us to discover primary
source records including speeches, diaries, notes, etc. from specific members of Congress
during the intense two-month period of Congressional debate surrounding the Lend-Lease
Act. The information gleaned from these sources was used on our Domestic Debate
website page.
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equipment he bought from FDR. His army had to fly to Canada and haul bombers over the
border via horse into Canadian territory. Because of this, Churchill wanted the U.S. to have
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